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Session 1902-1903. Meeting Y.?12th December, 1902. he President, Dr Yet another method of using cocaine has more recently been introduced. It consists of injecting a dilute solution beneath the dura mater of the spinal cord. This method is still on its trial. The anaesthesia obtained in this way extends over the lower part of the chest, the whole of the abdomen, and the lower limbs. It is by no means free from danger, and the injection is followed by an extremely severe headache of several days' duration.
In conclusion, I would like to make a few remarks upon the subject of cocaine intoxication or poisoning. It is not uncommon when applying the drug, even in small doses, to a mucous surface, to find that the patient complains of faintness and other symptoms of collapse. These usually pass off very quickly if the patient be put in the recumbent position and a little alcohol be administered.
In more severe cases, convulsions may occur, and the pulse, instead of being fast, becomes slow and weak, the same being true of the respiratory movements.
The slighter symptoms are due, I think, not to a really large dose of the drug, but to a rapid absorption of an ordinary dose. This may readily be understood when we remember that the action of cocaine on the arteries is to contract them.
Thus, if all the arteries in the body are suddenly contracted, and the blood-pressure instantly raised, the heart is, as it were, taken unawares.
On the other hand, if the contraction of the arteries comes about gradually, the heart has time to accommodate itself to the new conditions, and symptoms do not occur.
In order, therefore, to prevent these symptoms, it is advisable to use a solvent for the alkaloid, such as anilin, which, though to a certain extent miscible with water, will not diffuse rapidly through the walls of the capillaries and lead to too rapid absorption. 
